le ecumenical 


“How can we make the ecumenical move- 
ent concrete in our local community?” Three 
urches—Congregational, Methodist, and Epis- 
jpal—in Wilton, Conn., decided to answer this 
estion and found themselves in a store front 
ation in the Village Shopping Center. 
The Ecumenical Centre in Wilton has a two- 
d purpose. It serves as a center of the ecu- 
enical movement. “The center is an outward 
d visible sign of the churches’ commitment 
one another and to a common mission,” says 
Rev. Robert L. Green, Jr., rector of St. 
tthew’s Parish, Wilton. 
“The second purpose is to serve as a meeting 
ound between the Church and the world,” Mr. 
een explains. Concerned members of the par- 
ipating churches raised $1000 and the owner 
the shopping center gave free space. “Our 
ain concern is with the alarming separation 
at exists between the Church and the world. 
ne Church in our time is much too preoccupied 
th itself —with Sunday religion and with 
aintaining its organizations and machinery.” 
The Ecumenical Centre provides an oppor- 
nity for the churches of Wilton (Quakers and 
esbyterians have now joined the Ecumenical 
ymmittee) to “face toward the world and 
gin to engage everyday realities in a more 
sative way.” 
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“This symbol of the Church in the market- 
place is a reminder to Wilton parishes of the 
principal business of the Church as well as an 
effort to help the community see the Church 
as its servant,’ Mr. Green comments. 

In its first three months of operation, the 
Centre has been staffed by lay people. Twenty 
of them work between ten and four o’clock. In 
the first month more than one hundred people 
dropped by to have a cup of coffee and ask ques- 
tions about the word “ecumenical” and why the 
churches had initiated such a project. The lay 
people act as a “listening post.” 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Dedication of the Wilton, Conn., Ecumenical Cen- 
tre in the midst of a downtown shopping area. 
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Local Church Groups 
Preparing for Delhi 


“Every Sunday we confess together the truth 
of ‘the communion of saints’ and at Lent we 
truly join hands with likeminded believers the 
world over in our worship of the Saviour,” re- 
ported the Rev. Charles Wissink, pastor of the 
Reformed Church, Clifton, New Jersey. 


“However, in 1961 there is another event 
which brings us closer together in a tangible 
and vital relationship, for later in this year, the 
World Council of Churches will meet for its 
Third Assembly in New Delhi, India. There 
they will witness to our oneness in Christ and 
give expression to the unity of the Christian 
faith (more often confessed than practiced ).” 


“During Lent in 1961 the Reformed Church 
of Clifton combined this event with Lenten 
study. The theme for the New Delhi Assembly 
will be ‘Jesus Christ—The Light of the World’. 
The leaders of the Church everywhere are ask- 
ing that this truth be studied carefully and 
prayerfully.” Mr. Wissink ordered 150 copies 
of the pre-assembly study booklet and asked 
that everyone buy one and use it during Lent 
and throughout the year. 


The Rev. Ralph J. Capolungo, pastor of 
Knight Memorial Church (Congregational) , 
Salem, Oregon, writes that the pre-assembly 
study booklet was used in small groups between 
the beginning of Lent and Pentecost. “There are 
five groups of about ten members each using 
the book. Each group has its own unique make- 
up. One is of elderly people; another of young 
married folk; another of business and_profes- 
sional men; another of housewives, etc. I have 
enjoyed the study booklet, have been inspired 
by it and have been encouraged to use some 
of the material in my preaching.” 


“We fully intend to forward to our Confer- 
ence Superintendent a summary of our response 
and comment to the book, as is suggested in 
the booklet itself. Our studies have not been 
completed. Indeed the booklet is so profound 
and far reaching that the usefulness of such a 
book will last a long time. I intend to make it 
a permanent part of my library,” 
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The Dutchess County Council of Churck 
(New York) chose “Jesus Christ, the Light\i 
the World” for its annual meeting held } 
Pentecost Sunday, May 21. A 

The keynote address was by the Rev. Jan 
W. Kennedy, rector of the Church of the Asci 
sion in New York City and a member of 
Information Department Committee of 
World Council of Churches. He will attend | 
third assembly of the Council in New De 
this fall and has been commissioned to writ 
popular account of it for Bethany Press. 

The Council planned its program to bre 
representatives of various denominations ; 
“probe and study and come to understand + 
basic unity (in our common obedience to Je 
Christ, the Light of the World) that this u 
might issue forth in witness and service.” 7 
meeting promoted the use of the pre-assei 
study booklet. 

Another feature of the annual meeting » 
the presentation of the religious drama 
Sign of Jonah.” 


Main Street Ecumenicity 
(Continued from page 1) 


The ministers involved have called on pecd 
working in the area and arranged lunch 
meetings for various vocational groups. Lh 
yers, retailers, and real estate brokers have 11 
to explore with others of their vocation } 
meaning of their work and some of their p 
lems. 

Mr. Green says that among the questi 
raised are these: How to relate the ethical cm 
of the Real Estate Board to particular situatief 
The problem of advertising and truth. The 14 
toral side of a lawyer's relationship with if 
client. The question of treating a customer nig 
ly in order to make a sale instead of simply 
cause he is a person. | 

“The Ecumenical Centre of Wilton is anv@ 
fort to discover some new and more relev4 
ways to minister to the twentieth century wong 
its organizers state. “We look at this as a | 
range venture in which there will probably \¢ 
be any measurable results for years.” 


RUSSIAN CHURCH ASKS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


A surprise announcement of the application 
of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church for membership in the World Council 
of Churches and plans for the Council's third 
assembly this fall were the main topics of dis- 
cussion at the annual meeting of the U.S. Con- 
ference for the World Council at Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa., April 26-28, 1961. 
| About 200 delegates and observers were pres- 
ent from the thirty U.S. member churches of the 
Council which were invited to send their third 
assembly delegates to the session. 
| Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, N.Y., 
chairman of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, said that if the 
Russian Church is accepted it will culminate an 
mvitation made with the full knowledge and 
she general approbation of the charter members 
bf the Council in 1948. He said that there were 
xpressions of disappointment that the Russian 
Church, embracing millions of Christians, was 
Not present at the first assembly of the Council 
n Amsterdam, Holland. 

“Eighty-five places were reserved for Ortho- 
Jox, hopefully including the Russians”. 

“Nothing has occurred in the Russian Church 
-°o make it less acceptable as a member in 1961 
shan it was in 1948”, he said. “A reversal in the 
World Council’s position would reflect an altera- 
‘ion in our outlook on ecumenicity”. 


Archbishop Iakovos at the press conference on the 
Russian Church’s application for World Council 
of Churches membership — interviewers, Jo-ann 
Price of the N.Y. Herald Tribune (left) and 
Margaret Vance of the Newark News. 


“If this application is not accepted, the WCC 
itself would give occasion and provocation for 
the formation of an eastern equivalent of the 
Council with unhappy consequences for some 
of its present member churches and the Chris- 
tian cause as a whole”, the chairman of the Cen- 
tral Committee, who is also president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, warned. 

The representatives of the Russian Church 
will be a small portion of the total if the appli- 
cation is accepted. Churches admitted at the 
assembly can only receive seats not already ac- 
cepted by present member churches, allotted a 
total of 625 places. 

The World Council’s associate general secre- 
tary charged with responsibility for interna- 
tional affairs, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, welcomed 
the Russian Church’s move to affiliate with the 
Council, stressing that “while the problems may 
be tough the stakes are high”. 

Dr. Nolde, the director of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, as- 
serted that efforts to cement personal and group 
relationships across all frontiers offer “a far 
better chance” than war to resolve the issues 
which today divide the world into two armed 
camps. 

“The World Council of Churches has taken 
the position that totalitarianism is false in doc- 
trine and dangerous in practice”, he said. “This 
applies to totalitarianism wherever it appears 
and in whatever form. It perverts the goals of 
social justice which it professes. Serious as this 
fundamental ideological conflict is, it cannot be 
resolved by military action. The very nature of 
the struggle demands peaceful competition”. 


Orthodoxy and Unity 


One of the high points of the meeting was the 
address delivered by Archbishop Iakovos of the 
Greek Archdiocese of North and South America 
on the opening night. The World Council presi- 
dent told the Conference that the meeting af- 
forded opportunities for confidence and under- 
standing in “times of divided loyalty, com- 
pounded by suspicions, hatreds, hypocritical 
slogans, and loud declarations”. 

Only “ill-disposed individuals and men of 
irresponsible thinking” can long retain the im- 
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“4 Living Memorial’ 


Every now and then the World Council of 
Churches receives legacies from good friends 
who, in their lifetime, remembered to assure the 
continuance of the work and thus set them- 
selves a memorial which is not of stone or struc- 
ture, but which becomes part of the lifestream 
of the ecumenical movement. 

The majority of such bequests have come 
from friends whose gifts never exceeded ten 
dollars annually. Recently a “pioneer” contribu- 
tor, whose first gift was one dollar back in 1931, 
passed away, leaving $500 in aid of a cause 
which she loyally supported for many years. 

The bequest form printed below may offer a 
suggestion to attorneys or other counsellors who 
have the responsibility of advising those who 
are planning to have wills drawn up: 


BEQUEST FORM 


I give (devise) and bequeath to Friends 
of the World Council of Churches, Inc. 
the sum of 


(or otherwise describe the gift) for its 
corporate purposes. 


(Attested signature ) 


A Twentieth Birthday 


Volume 1, Number 1, The World Cound) 
COURIER, appeared in June 1941. The fo 
page leaflet making its initial appearance ij 
those war days said “If it were possible to givg 
a clear picture of what is happening in 2 
through this movement toward Christian unit 
then the bulletin could be placed on the scalaj 
over against a pile of newspapers with their di 
pressing news and it would easily tip the ba 
ance on the side of hope.” . 

The first news items in those WCC-in-process 
of-formation days concerned the application « 
two new member churches bringing the ton 
to 72 church bodies in 26 countries. Today the 
are 176 in more than fifty nations. 

The Geneva headquarters staff were busy wir 
serving refugees and prisoners of war and keey 
ing the lines of communication open betwee 
Christians across the barriers of war. The woz 
“ecumenical” was defined in that first issue arg 
a bomb-shelter prayer in use in Britain wt 
printed. In Germany lay people were béiri 
trained to take the place of pastors mobilized 
by war. From the U.S. came reports of increase 
interest in ecumenical services of worship. 
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sression that the World Council of Churches is 
NM organization which intends to tell the 
hurches what to do, he said. 

| Archbishop Iakovos told the delegates that 
he moment the Council starts to seek power or 
ganizational authority “that very same moment 
vill it cease to be needed or useful”. 

| “The ecumenical movement is the movement 
yf the churches. Ecumenical life is the life of 
he Church. It is not a Protestant movement 
vith Orthodox coloring. Nor is it the opposite. 
t is the ecumenical movement; as ecumenical as 
he church is. That is the image and impression 
vhich we must get for ourselves .. . and we 
hust convey this belief to all Christians through- 
ut the world”. 

| The Council president said this was especially 
mportant “now that we are called by Christ 
dimself to India” to bear witness “not through 
motional or impressive oratory but through 
esponsible deliberations, convincing manifesta- 
ions, and resolutions that project and testify 
9 our faith”. 

Pronouncements are worthless or even harm- 
ul “if they are not followed up by actions of 
yhristian consistency and faithfulness”. He said 
nat the East is “anxiously awaiting to see how 
cue, how radiant, how warm, how guiding, how 
Aspiring and refreshingly different is the light 
lat we promised to bring them from the West”. 


) 
Advice to Churchmen 


The role of Western Christian leaders at- 
ending church meetings abroad should be that 
f “listening guests” rather than “shouting sales- 
nen”. 

Dr. Paul S. Minear of Yale University 
Jivinity School admonished delegates that 
roper preparation for their participation at the 
Yew Delhi assembly will be the keynote of its 
1CCess. 

Otherwise, he declared, “our witness to Christ 
vay sound like the arrogant archaic bombast of 
eligious imperialists rather than the shout of 
aptives who have discovered the open door to 
mancipation”. 

Speaking of the Assembly theme “Jesus Christ 
-the Light of the World”, Dr. Minear declared 
lat without preparation it may well become 


‘est 


A solemn moment at the annual meeting of the 
conference was the announcement by Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, chairman of the Council’s Central Com- 
mittee, that the Holy Synod of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church had applied for membership in the 
World Council. 


“a tattered trite slogan of the well-fed West- 
erner rather than the glad, spontaneous Hallelu- 
jah of those who sit in darkness”. 

The Committee's respected and beloved chair- 
man, Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, one of the 
Council presidents, presided at the conference 
for the last time. Tribute was paid to his leader- 
ship by Dean Liston Pope, dean of Yale Uni- 
versity Divinity School. 


WCC ON TV 


A network television show on the ecumenical 
movement from Evanston to New Delhi will 
be broadcast on “Directions ’61”, an ABC pro- 
gram scheduled for Sunday, June 18 at 1 P.M., 
E.D.T. Check your local paper for the correct 
time of broadcast in your area. John Bloch is 
writer for the 30-minute show. Earlier in the 
season the same program featured the Old 
Believers in a program on refugees. 
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Work campers in Hong Kong will construct houses 
like these for the dope addict rehabilitation center 
described in last month’s COURIER. 


1200 WORK CAMPERS 


Some 1,200 Christian young people from all 
over the world will participate in the 53 work 
camps which will be sponsored by the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches 
in 36 countries this year. 

The Rey. Rz alph WW Welrge, 
work camps, noted that this is the largest pro- 
gram conducted under WCC auspices since it 
was inaugurated 15 years ago. 

The Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican youth, 
who will serve without pay for an average of 
four weeks, will dig foundations or lay bricks 
for schools, houses, chapels and refugee centers. 
They will also build roads, plant trees, help in 
shipping relief commodities to distressed areas, 


a secretary for 


and serve in hospitals and homes for the men- 
tally ill and aged. 

Among the work camps to be held this sum- 
mer will be island of Lan Tao in 
Hong Kong, where the volunteers will engage 
in construction work for a dope addiction re- 
habilitation center of the Hong Kong Christian 
Welfare and Relief Council (see March-April 
COURIER). 

Another group will work in Hildesheim, Ger- 
many, where the Inner Mission of the Evangel- 
ical Church in Germany maintains a ministry 
to gypsies and the homeless. The volunteers will 
provide recreational facilities and will clear the 
land on which a school will later be built for 
gypsy children. 
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Dr. Paul Minear Heads 
WCC Faith and Order 


Dr. Paul S. Minear, professor of Bibli¢ 
Theology at Yale University Divinity Scho 
has been named director of faith and order { 
the World Council of Churches. He will ass 
his new post in Geneva, Switzerland, on Julyy 

Yale University has granted a leave of absere 
to Dr. Minear. The #| 
theologian will head au 
a three-man depart- 
ment dealing with 
matters of doctrinal 
differences between 
the churches and or- 
ganizational barriers 
to Christian unity. 
He will also be direc- 
tor of the Council's 
100-member Faith 
and Order Commis- 
sion, composed _ of 
outstanding theologi- 
ans and church lead- 
ers. Dr. Paul S. Minear - 

Dr. Minear was secretary for study and p 
gram of the North American Faith and Ore 
Conference held at Oberlin, Ohio, in Septe: 
ber, 1957. That conference brought togetli 
300 U.S. and Canadian church leaders ands 
considered a milestone in the search for Cha 
tian unity on this continent. 

A distinguished Biblical scholar, Dr. Min 
was chairman of the committee which prepa 
the study material on the theme of the th 
assembly of the World Council of Churches: 
be held this year in New Delhi, India. 

Dr. Keith Bridston of the United States } 
served as executive secretary of the Faith a 
Order Department since 1957. He resigned 4 
accept a special study assignment with 1 
American Association of Theological Schools! 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-mont 
bulletin published by the United States Confere: 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 4 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Bé& 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, edi 
The Council unites 176 Anglican, Orthodox 2! 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neiti 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Chure 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its colum# 
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